JUNE 2nd 1953
CORONATION CELEBRATIONS
STANSTEAD ABBOTTS, ST. MARGARETS AND GREAT AMWELL
By
Stuart Moye
In May of 1953 the weather had been very good with weeks of very summery warm
weather. Eight days before the Coronation the Whit Monday bank holiday had seen
temperatures above 30 centigrade. However from the following day much colder conditions
were experienced. The organisers of the coronation celebrations in the three parishes must
have been decidedly disconcerted when temperatures began to fall dramatically as the big day
drew nearer. Coronation Day turned out to be more akin to a miserable November day with
temperatures barely reaching a maximum of 11 degrees centigrade in the village. The day was
overcast with some rain showers and a noticeably chilly north to north east wind which made it
feel colder than it actually was.
People awoke to the news that Hillary and Tensing had conquered Mount Everest on May
29th. This was reported exclusively in the Times newspaper but to everybody of course via the
radio. It is interesting to reflect that it took days for the news of this achievement to reach the
England and that for many people in the village they would have heard this news on a radio
powered by a wet cell battery which would need regular recharging courtesy of Andersons shop
in the High Street.

An example of the type of memorabilia on sale in village stores in 1953

Despite the inclement weather the planned celebrations went ahead as shown on the rather
splendid commemorative brochure that had been produced.
The brochure is reproduced on the following pages

The procession once formed up in the railway station car park set off up the High Street before
turning round to head towards St Margaretsbury playing fields.

The band of the Hoddesdon and Hertford ATC march past Hope Cottages

The author and his mother well wrapped up against the inclement
weather watch the passing procession opposite the top of South Street

The dignitaries including the Carnival Queen pass by in horse drawn luxury

Houses and shops made an effort to be part of the celebrations as shown in this view of
a flag bedecked South Street

South Street as it appeared on Coronation Day, June 2nd 1953

The children of the three parishes were all invited to tea parties and all received a
commemorative coronation mug as a keepsake of the event.

The authors coronation mug which has survived through 60 years and five different
house moves

There were a variety of commercial businesses that produced Coronation related packaging
which all added to the national sense of celebration
A tin containing one pound of tea by Brooke Bond
is just one example of the types of products which could be bought in the village shops.

