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    By 1860 the Ware Hadham and Buntingford Railway Company [W H & B R] was in 

discussion with the Eastern Counties Railway [ECR] about the purchase of a strip of land for 

the Buntingford Line’s approach to St Margarets station. It was agreed that the new single 

line should be built all the way along to the public road crossing next to St Margarets station, 

where it would join the Hertford Branchline of the ECR. In addition the W H & B R would 

have full use of St Margarets Station for which an annual fee would be payable to the ECR. 

By this time the Directors of the Buntingford Company were only too well aware of the 

precarious nature of their financial position. The situation being so serious that it was 

impossible for the company to complete the construction of the line let alone provide rolling 

stock and locomotives. The inevitable request to the ECR for financial support took place at 

the end of October 1860. The resultant injection of funds led to work on the branch through 

Widford and Watersplace towards St Margarets progressing rapidly. It is likely that these 

places were somewhat disrupted by the 200 navvies who descended on the tranquil valley of 

the River Ash. Arrangements were also agreed that would allow the ECR to manage and run 

the line once it was completed. By August 1861 the land for the line leading to the junction at 

St Margarets had been purchased and construction continued towards St Margarets at some 

pace. In the middle of all of this local activity the ECR amalgamated with several other 

railway companies in East Anglia to form the Great Eastern Railway [GER]. This received its 

Royal Assent on the 7th August 1862. Following many problems and a failed first inspection 

the Buntingford Line opened to passengers on Friday 3rd July 1863. 
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      A considerable number of the folk who lived along the Buntingford Line took the 

opportunity to ride on the trains on the inaugural day. However St Margarets Station saw a 

very large number of passengers on Saturday 4th July 1864 when many decided to visit 

Hertford Market for the first time by train. This saw crowds disembarking from Buntingford 

line train arrivals then crossing the road to catch the train to Hertford. The return journey was 

a little less difficult as the trains in question both used the same platform. One can imagine 

the short narrow platform packed with passengers in the late afternoon waiting for the 

London bound train to leave and the Buntingford train to reverse into the platform, before 

taking them all homeward down the Buntingford branch, with a 5.40 pm departure time. 

      The station at St Margarets quickly proved awkward to operate with the additional 

Buntingford Branch Line trains. The GER noted on the 21st July 1863 that the station was 

inadequate now the Buntingford Line was open and plans for extending the facilities were 

necessary. One of the main problems encountered revolved around the problem of allowing 

Buntingford Line trains to make a reasonable connection with London bound trains when 

both had to use the same platform. Not surprisingly a contract to build a new platform and 

station building on the north side of the level crossing was awarded to Messrs Perry and 

Judson on the 8th January 1864. The final cost of the new station was £1,385 19s 8d.  

 

The New Station of 1864 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In order to acquire sufficient land for the new station the Buntingford Company had 

purchased the field then known as Toll Bridge Meadow. This field stretched from the River 

Lea to the existing railway land and from the main road to where Mr Hunt was soon to build 

his Abbey Malting. The land purchased by the railway in the1860’s is today a residential area 

known as River Meads. 
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 The new station included a bay platform 266 feet long for Buntingford Line trains. This was 

sufficient for trains formed of a small tank engine and 3 or 4 short four wheeled carriages. It 

had been proposed to provide a water tank and a turntable for locomotives at both 

Buntingford and St Margarets. At St Margarets the GER decided not provide a turntable as 

they intended to use tank engines on most trains on the branch. A small water tank supplied 

from a borehole was constructed and formed a feature in the railway landscape at St 

Margarets for over 100 years. However it soon became apparent that the water at St 

Margarets was particularly hard and caused the locomotives to prime and scale up quickly. 

Drivers tended over the years to take water at St Margarets sparingly and fill up at 

Buntingford whenever they could. Additional goods facilities included a loading dock and an 

end loading facility. These supplemented the goods facilities at the original station site which 

now bereft of its passengers was turned into a goods station. 

 

 

 

 The track layout to the left of the view dates from the 1864 construction of the new station. 
 Apart from the addition of signal box and gas lamps little had changed in this 1911 view. 
 

 

 

This early 1960’s view shows the 1864 water tank and Mr Hunts 1866 malting beyond 

 



 

Plan of the 1864 Station Building 
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First class waiting room 

Second class waiting room 

This area possibly a parcels office 

which may have been divided by a 

wall into staff and public areas 
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Booking Office 
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Notes 
a) Chimney breasts are indicated by dark 

rectangles. 
b) Double doors and canopy of current 

entrance may not have existed in 1864. 
However some parcels offices of the time 
did have similar double doors 

 



 

The original layout of the 1864 station building has been created from information supplied in 

1969 by the Ernie Marchant and Jack Sutton. They were both, at that time, Leading Railmen 

permanently based at St. Margarets and had been told when young men about the stations 

earlier days, by much older work colleagues.  In 1969 the old booking office had been a 

Porter’s Room for many years and there was no sign of its former use. However on the 

opposite side of the wall in what had been the Booking Hall the ticket window with glass 

intact was still to be seen. This was much smaller than more modern ones but still had a 

speaking hole and a money and ticket “D” shaped cut out in the bottom of the glass. This 

small ticket window was also set in the wall at a height more suited to people perhaps of 

around five feet in height. This was in keeping with the average height of people in the 

1860’s. A similar old ticket window was in 1969 still in regular use at Ware station, one stop 

along the line towards Hertford. They related how the small room at the side of the original 

booking hall had once been the Station Master’s Office and had been downgraded to a lamp 

room sometime after a new Station Master’s Office had been built. They were also equally 

certain that at the far end of the building the then Ladies Waiting Room had originally been 

the First Class Waiting Room whereas what had been the Second Class Waiting Room had 

become the General Waiting Room. The centre of the building posed greater problems for 

them. However they had been told that a wall had been removed at some point and replaced 

by a wooden floor to ceiling partition, in a slightly different position, which in 1969 divided the 

Booking Hall from the Booking Office. They could vaguely recall that the large central area of 

the building had been all parcels at one time. The reconstruction offered in this article 

represents an attempt to show the layout based on that oral history and the little supporting 

evidence that remained at the end of the 1960’s. 

 

 
 
 
This 1958 view of the station, apart from the modern signage and the gentlemen’s toilets 

added at this end, gives a reasonably impression of the 1864 building. The original station 

building of 1843 which became the Stationmasters House after 1864 can be seen beyond 

the level crossing. 



Later Victorian changes to the station building 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Booking Hall moved to centre of 

the building and perhaps exterior 

canopy added at this time 

Wooden partition built with ticket 

window and parcels door. 

Small cupboard formed 

using existing doorway 

New Booking Office 

New Porters Room 

Store Room and Lamp 

room beyond 

New Stationmaster’s 

Office with new chimney  

Alterations made are indicated by brown lines in the diagram above 
Half glazed partition in Ladies Waiting Room shown in blue. 
 

Booking Office / Hall Wooden Partition 
Parcels door in new wooden partition was of the stable door type allowing the top to 

be opened for small parcels with shelf fixed to top of lower door to assist signing for 

parcels. Lower section could be additionally opened for large packages. 

Gents with urinal and two WC’s 

Ladies Waiting Room with Rest Room & WC 

accessed from the Ladies Waiting Room 

through a door in a half glazed partition 

Staff Toilet 

General Waiting Room 



Subsequent C19th changes to the station building 

   When the station opened in 1864 it relied on oil lamps for illumination as did most stations 

at the time. Four years later other possibilities were explored. Paraffin oil was estimated at 

£32 per year with rape oil at £79. Oil lamps cost 10/6 per each to buy although there was no 

indication as to how long they lasted in use. Overall the station was using 34 lamps for both 

inside the station and out on the platforms. An offer for gas lighting was received at a cost of 

£54 per year which was also for 34 lamps. Not surprisingly paraffin lamps continued to be 

used. Several further offers from the local Gas and Coke Company were received but these 

were turned down as too expensive. Eventually a Gas supply offer of 5/- [25p] per 1000 

cubic feet with installation costs of £80 was made. The GER estimated the annual cost 

would be £54 10s 0d and finally agreed on the 18th December 1877 that gas lighting would 

be installed. The station began to use gas lighting the following year. 

 

 

 

This 1964 view shows the Stationmaster’s Office of 1883 with its additional single chimney. 
Note the original Station Master’s Office chimney stack behind the newer one. 

 

  In 1883 some 19 years after the station was opened the building of a new Station Master’s 

office was sanctioned, to be built at the southern end of the 1864 building at a cost of £55. 

This new office was considerably larger than the original and certainly more in keeping with 

the status of a Stationmaster in the local community at that time. The moving of the booking 

office and booking hall does not seem to have taken place until 1892 when the office 

alterations were sanctioned at a cost of £28.  The alterations of the waiting rooms had to 

wait until 1899 when toilets were installed at the north end of the building. The gent’s toilets 

were added as an addition to the building with a urinal open to the sky and two cubicles. The 

toilets for ladies were provided inside the ladies waiting room with a staff toilet also located 

inside the building but accessed from the outside, with the access door just inside the 

entrance to the gent’s toilets.  

          

 



The Old Station Building 

 

This 1950’s view of the old station building was taken when it was still in residential use. 
Note the low platform, the remains of passenger facilities from the 1843 -1864 period. 

 
 

Once the new station was opened in 1864 the Stationmaster still continued to live in the old 

station building. The Goods Office for the adjacent goods yard appears to have continued to 

be located in the building. However the Railway Company became aware early in 1865 that 

the Stationmaster’s accommodation, mostly on the upper floor of the building was very 

limited. So much so in fact that some of the children in his growing family had to live out in 

the village. On the 16th March Mr J Perry was awarded a contract to alter the building at a 

cost of £195. For reasons that are lost to history Mr Perry relinquished the contract and Bell 

and Sons were paid £143 2s 6d for the work instead. On the 27th September of the same 

year a wooden goods office was built within the existing goods shed for a cost of just under 

£15. The Old Station building, with enlarged living accommodation on both floors, from then 

on became solely the Stationmaster’s House and continued as such well into the C20th. 

 

 

 This 2007 image shows the station building having been shorn of its later additions has    
been returned to its original footprint of 1864. 
The door visible on the right end of the building was the 1864 entrance to the booking hall  
 

Stuart Moye    September 2016 


