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     The existence of a lock, located some 350 yards downstream of Stanstead Bridge by the 
boatyard, is still talked about by many of the locals whose families have lived in the village 
for some time. This is perhaps somewhat surprising given that it was in existence for only 90 
years and was removed nearly 160 years ago.  Perhaps it was the ancient apple tree, still to 
be seen in the1930’s, that it was claimed had once grown in the Lock Keepers garden that 
kept the memory alive. 
 
     The lock was constructed as part of the extensive work carried out on the Lea in the mid 
1760s designed to turn the river into a much improved navigation. These works included the 
considerable improvements of the river course downstream of Stanstead Bridge. The section 
from just upstream of the bridge down to approximately where Riverside Cottages are now 
had historically been a shallow section leading to a meander that took the river in a loop 
through the area now occupied by Lawrence Avenue. The section upstream of the meander 
was deepened to ensure there was always sufficient depth of water for barges to tie up at the 
wharves close to Stanstead Bridge without settling onto the river bed. The meander 
incorporated a natural steepening of the river channel which created a drop in height of 
about 3’ 6” over a relatively short distance along the river. A new straight channel across the 
neck of the meander, was constructed which incorporated a modern cistern type lock known 
at first as Leak’s Lock to accommodate the fall in river level. After some years it seems to 
have officially been referred to as Stanstead Lock, not to be confused with the modern lock 
of the same name found today upstream of the river bridge.  
 
 
 

LOCATION OF STANSTEAD OLD LOCK 
 

 

.  
Map shows the arrangement that existed from 1767 to 1857 
 [Note: The George and Dragon is now known as the Jolly Fisherman] 
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A view familiar to local residents downstream from the river bridge. On the left can be seen 
the malting’s wharf which for centuries played host to barges plying their trade on the River 
Lea and now provides mooring for today’s leisure craft. It is this section that was deepened 
and canalised as part of the 1767 improvements 
 

 

 
 

 
 The boatyard building and crane indicate the position where the loop of the river shown on 
the map earlier in this article turned off to the left into the area now occupied by Lawrence 
Avenue. Stanstead Weir was once located near to the house shown on the left in this recent 
view. Old Stanstead Lock was once situated to the right and behind the photographer. 
 

 
    The first Lock Keeper for which a record has been found was Thomas Phipps who was 
earning 12/- per year for looking after Stanstead Weir and the Lock. Other keepers include 
Thomas Cundell (1828-1830) and Christopher Chamberlain who took over in 1830. By the 
mid 1850s Mr Chamberlain was being paid 18/- weekly and was also the carpenter for the 



navigation from Hertford to Fieldes Weir. He was to remain in post until the Old Stanstead 
Lock closed. By the 1850s the annual survey of the river recorded that the Lock was 
gradually falling into disrepair. One suspects that the knowledge of its imminent removal 
made the Trustees reluctant to spend money on its maintenance. As part of the works 
authorised by the 1850’s Act the Old Lock was removed and its drop was incorporated in the 
New Stanstead Lock. It was on the 25th of June 1857 when the Trustees noted that “the New 
Stanstead Lock being now built the Old Lock is to be removed”. It was recorded that on the 
17th October 1857 that The River Lea Trustees resolved to award Mr Chamberlain a pension 
of 10/- per week reduced to 6/- if a house was provided for him. 
 
 

 
 
 

For those who would like to identify the location of the lock this image shows a boat cruising 
down the river approximately occupying the positon of Stanstead Old Lock. 
The river here has of course been much widened at this location and the lock would not have 
been that much wider than the boat seen in the picture. 
 
 

 
 
 

The houses on the left in this view of Lawrence Avenue look out over the towpath to the site  
where Old Stanstead Lock used to be located. 
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