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           Around 100 years ago the teachers at St. Andrew’s Church Sunday School in 
Stanstead Abbotts were arranging annual days out in the country for very poor London 
Children. This annual event was organised in connection with the Hoxton Market Christian 
Mission located not far from Old Street Station. The outing was financed by the villagers of 
Stanstead Abbotts by the expedient of a public call for donations. After the event a small 
report, an account of funds and a list of those who had made a donation was produced. 
 
 

 
 



 
   The Ragged School movement started in the early 1840’s with the aim of providing an 
education for the growing numbers of very poor children in the major urban areas. These 
schools were part of a larger movement which provided shelter, food and other social 
support for the very poor areas of the cities. The Hoxton Market Christian Mission was a 
well-respected organisation that was founded in1886. The founders were Lewis “Daddy” 
Burtt [Secretary] and his brother John Burtt [Superintendent]. When young they had been 
found abandoned on the streets and had themselves attended a Ragged School. They 
opened their mission as a soup kitchen and a refuge for the poor. In time they added a 
Ragged School and a Sunday School as well as free meals and much else to support the 
poor children of Hoxton Market. From 1914 the Mission was particularly noted for looking 
after the families of those who had joined the armed services. In 1915 the Mission moved 
into new premises at Shaftesbury House No. 13 Hoxton Market. It was John Burt, the 
Superintendent, who led the 1915 trip to Stanstead Abbotts.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
       A factor in the Sunday School at Stanstead Abbotts working with the Hoxton Market 
Mission might well have been its closeness to Liverpool Street railway station. The children 
being easily able to walk less than a mile to the London termini to catch the train direct to 
Rye House station. The Rye House itself was of course well known as a leisure destination 
for those who lived in the east end of London. It had been developed as pleasure gardens 
by Henry Teale from the late 1840’s onwards and by 1915 it was being run by a Mr William 
M. Abel for the Christies Brewery in Hoddesdon, who had purchased the site from the 
descendants of Henry Teale in 1904. Being able to enjoy the pleasure gardens must have 
been an amazing contrast for the children from the dirty and crowded environment of the 
Hoxton Market slums. It is believed that the party were transported to Stanstead Abbotts 
Parish Hall via the Toll Road and then down Catt’s Hill in Mr Hurford’s horse drawn wagons. 
During the afternoon the children had great fun in a field owned by Mr Hurford. The author’s 
grandmother once told him that she thought this field was the one at the back of the alms 
houses at the bottom of Catts Hill. Kelly’s Directory of 1914 lists a Frank Hurford as a farmer 
of Vicarage Road [now Roydon Road] which adds some credence to the idea. 
 
 

A plaque has been affixed to the 

building at 13 Hoxton Market by the 

local authority. It commemorates the 

work of the Burtt brothers and their 

Christian Mission which occupied 

the building from 1915. 



   Stanstead Abbotts Sunday School usually met at 2.30 pm in the Parish Hall on Sundays. 
Every fourth week the attendees walked along to a special children’s service at St. Andrews 
Church. The other meetings saw them studying a reading from the bible appropriate for their 
age. The Honorary Secretary of the Sunday School was Stephen Woodhouse who lived with 
his wife Emily at “Fair Holme” 71 Roydon Road. He took a deep interest in the village and 
gave a talk on the history of the village in the Parish Hall on mid summers day 1923.[ An 
account of the talk written up by Mr Woodhouse himself is available to be read in the media 
section of this website]. It was Mr Woodhouse who put together the small folded leaflet style 
report on the 1915 Ragged School outing that is reproduced in this article.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
    A copy of the account was distributed to all those who had contributed by way of a 
donation to the 1915 Ragged School outing. The increase of the railway fares is mentioned 
in the report where it is explained that the child return fare had risen from 8d to 1s 5d since 
the previous year. This had led to a reduction in the number of children that could enjoy the 
outing from 120 to 108. This gave a cost per child for the outing of just over 3 shillings [15 p]  
However it is worth noting that the expenditure on fares had been only £4 in 1914 compared 
to the £7 13s 0d in 1915. Clearly every effort had been made to ensure as many London 
children could enjoy a day out in the country despite the additional transport costs. The rise 
in costs was due to the removal of excursion fares and group travel discounts when the 
railway was placed on a war footing. For those interested in such things it may be of interest 
to note that the train fares accounted for 46% of the total expenditure and provisions 32%.  
 
  To put the cost of the 1915 outing into perspective the total cost of £16 9s 21/2d [£16.46]   is 
equivalent to roughly £1,720 in today’s money, giving a cost per child of approximately £16. 
{The equivalent child return fare Liverpool Street – Rye House in June 2016 is £6.90} 
 
 
 



         Mr Woodhouse included in his report a list of all those who donated money to the 
Ragged School Outing. The author’s Grandfather Mr John Bright appears in the list and it is 
his copy of the report, having survived all these years, that appears in this article. There are 
many familiar village names among the contributors, so it is to be hoped many who read this 
article will also be able to identify family members from a century ago. 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 

         Mr Woodhouse has left us a wonderful record of a village event from over 100 years 
ago which allows us a glimpse of the economic and social realities of the time. It is to be 
hoped that in 2116 AD some of today’s records will have survived to provide an insight into 
local events in the early 21st century. 
 
Stuart Moye  July 2016  


